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Descriptive Inventory 
 
MSS 504  DEWEESE Family Papers 
 
3 boxes.  43 folders.  472 items.  1738-2008.  Originals or photocopies. 
 
SC2013.129.1 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
 This collection was compiled by siblings, Catherine Carolyn DeWeese and Raymond 
Paul DeWeese, the children of Ray Paul and Catherine Mary DeWeese.  Catherine was born on 
20 February 1921 in Caira, Illinois and Paul in Kankakee, Illinois on 10 August 1924. They 
attended the St. Patrick’s Parochial school in Kankakee. Professionally Paul worked as an 
appliance engineer with the Roper (later Florence) Stove Company and eventually held three 
patents.  Carolyn followed a business career.  When Paul retired in 1985, he and Carolyn began 
research in Morgantown, Kentucky, on the DeWeese family.  They eventually moved to 
Morgantown in 1988. That same year they published the “DeWeese Family History.”  In 
Morgantown they continued their DeWeese family research, involved themselves in the local 
historical/genealogical society, joined the Big Bend Rural Development Club, and became active 
congregants at Holy Trinity Catholic Church.  Carolyn was also active in the local Daughters of 
the American Revolution chapter. 
 Carolyn died on 20 July 2013 and Paul died on 23 December 2012; they are buried at the 
Walnut Grove Cemetery in Butler County. 
 
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection consists chiefly of genealogical material compiled about the DeWeese 
family and historical material related to Butler County, Kentucky.  Most of the oldest material, 
particularly the court documents, is photocopies.  Box 1, Folder 2-3 contains the 
correspondence of Carolyn and Ray Paul DeWeese of Butler County.  The correspondence 
deals almost exclusively with the genealogy of the DeWeese family.  Carolyn’s correspondence 
does contain several letters, including one illustrated one, from famed gunsmith Herschel House 
of Butler County.  Mr. DeWeese’s correspondence includes some material related to his service 
on several local Catholic governance committees.  Folder 5 includes second generation 
photographs of several DeWeese family members, including Carolyn and Paul.  A number of 
photographs from this collection are housed in the Kentucky Library Research Collections.  The 
remainder of Box 1 includes genealogical material related to the DeWeese family, particularly 
court, military, and school documents. 
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Box 2 includes copies of two books about the DeWeese family in Folders 1 and 2, which 
is more of a narrative history; more substantive genealogical information about the DeWeeses is 
found in Folders 3-21.  The later material was divided into sections by Ray Paul DeWeese and 
was apparently done so by size (each folder approximately 40 pages).  Folders 23-26 contain 
four years of the Dewees/Deweese Family Association Newsletter.  
Box 3 contains loose material related to Butler County.  Folder 1 includes court 
documents, chiefly from Butler County, related to allied families of the DeWeese clan.  Folder 2 
is a paper by Ray Paul DeWeese on John Hines Harreld that was written for an ancestor 
Michael N. Harreld.  Folder 3 contains the script for an outdoor drama about the history of Butler 
County titled “The Saga of the County of Butler in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.”  Folder 4 
includes maps of specific areas of Butler County, chiefly the Big Bend of the Green River and 
Morgantown; several of these maps were oversized and are stored in oversized housing.  
Folder 5 contains photocopies of historical documents related to the history of Butler County and 
Morgantown, including land surveys, court records, and news clippings.  Folder 6 documents 
programming of the Butler County Historical and Genealogical Society and includes several 
handwritten and typed notes for programs given by various individuals. 
 
 
SHELF LIST 
 
BOX 1 Deweese Family Papers    1738-2008           348 items 
 
Folder 1 Inventory         3 items 
 
Folder 2 Carolyn DeWeese – Correspondence, chiefly 1954-1991  110 items 
  genealogical in subject 
 
Folder 3 Paul DeWeese – Correspondence, chiefly 1984-2008  18 items 
  genalogical in subject matter  
 
Folder 4 Paul and Carolyn DeWeese – certificates 1992-2006  9 items 
 
Folder 5 Photos      n.d.   32 items 
 
Folder 6 Genealogy – DeWeese family   1841-1996  39 items 
 
Folder 7 Documents – DeWeese family   1808-1954  39 items 
 
Folder 8 Marriage records – Deweese Family chiefly 1810-1930  37 items 
 
Folder 9 Documents – Other than DeWeese  1738-1991  23 items 
 
Folder 10 Military records – Deweese and allied family 1833-1968  13 items 
  members (alphabetical) 
 
Folder 11 School Records – DeWeese family   1894-1932  25 items 
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BOX 2 Deweese Family Papers    1992-2005  38 items 
 
Folder 1 The DeWeese’s of Butler County, Kentucky, 2005   1 item 
  Book 1 
 
Folder 2 The DeWeese’s of Butler County, Kentucky, 2005   1 item 
  Book 2 
 
Folder 3 DeWeese family material, Part 3   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 4 Deweese family material , Part 4   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 5 DeWeese family material, Part 5   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 6 DeWeese family material, Part 6   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 7 Deweese family material, Part 7   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 8 Deweese family material, Part 8   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 9 DeWeese family material, Part 9   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 10 DeWeese family material, Part 10   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 11 DeWeese family material, Part 11   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 12 DeWeese family material. Part 12   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 13 DeWeese family material, Part 13   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 14 DeWeese family material, Part 14   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 15 DeWeese family material, Part 15   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 16 DeWeese family material, Part 16   2004   1 item 
 
Folder 17 DeWeese family information, Part 17  2004   1 item 
 
Folder 18 DeWeese family information, Part 18  2004   1 item 
 
Folder 19 Deweese family information, Part 19  2004   1 item 
 
Folder 20 DeWeese family information, Part 20  2004   1 item 
 
Folder 21 Deweese family information, Part 21  2004   1 item 
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Folder 22 DeWees/DeWeese family association  1992   3 items 
  newsletter 
 
Folder 23 DeWees/DeWeese family association  1993   3 items 
  newsletter 
 
Folder 24 DeWees/DeWeese family association  1993   3 items 
  newsletter 
 
Folder 25 DeWees/DeWeese family association  1994   5 items 
  newsletter 
 
Folder 26 DeWees/DeWeese family association  1995   3 items 
  newsletter 
 
 
BOX 3 Deweese Family Papers    1796-2000  86 items 
 
Folder 1 Documents – other allied families   1798-1901  30 items 
 
Folder 2 “A Bit About John Harreld”    1995-2000  8 items 
 
Folder 3 “The Saga of the County of Butler in the  1992   1 item 
  Commonwealth of Kentucky” – program and  
  script 
 
Folder 4 Maps       n.d.   15 items 
 
Folder 5 Morgantown – news clippings, brochures,  1796-1994  24 items 
  documents, paper drawings, etc 
 
Folder 6 Butler County Genealogical and Historical  1990-1999  8 items 
  Society – programs, miscellaneous 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD 
 
MSS DEWEESE Family Papers               1796-2008 
504   
  Materials collected by Ray Paul DeWeese and 
 Carolyn DeWeese, a brother and sister.  Most of the  
collection is photocopied material of writings about  
 the DeWeese family and Butler County, Kentucky, 
 history. 
  2 ½ boxes.  43 folders.  472 items.  Originals  
and photocopies. 
  SC2013.129.1     
 
 
SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Bicentennial celebrations – Kentucky – Relating to, 1992       B3,F3 
Bozarth, VirJean (Potter) – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Butler County Genealogical & Historical Society - Relating to       B3,F6 
Butler County – History       B3,F5 
Butler County – Maps       B3,F4 
Catfish Festival – Morgantown – Relating to       B3,F5 
Catholic Church – Relating to       B1,F3 
Certificates       B1,F4 
Courthouses – Butler County – Drawings       B3,F5 
DeWeese, Ahigy, 1844-1914 – Relating to       B1,F10 
DeWeese, Catherine Carolyn, b. 1921 – Correspondence       B1,F2 
DeWeese, Catherine Carolyn, b. 1921 – Photos       B1,F5 
DeWeese, Dallas, 1928-1988 – Relating to       B1,F10 
DeWeese, Daniel M., 1838-1862 – Relating to       B1,F10 
DeWeese family – Photos       B1,F5 
“DeWees/DeWeese Family Association Newsletter,” 1992-1995       B2,F23-26 
DeWeese, Pierson R., 1830-1889 – Relating to       B1,F10 
DeWeese, Raymond Paul, b. 1924 – Correspondence       B1,F3; B3,F2 
DeWeese, Raymond Paul, b. 1924 – Photos       B1,F5 
Drama – Butler County       B3,F3 
Eden – Relating to       B3,F5 
Elder, Mary Cottrell       B3,F5 
Ferries – Butler County       B3,F5 
Firearms – Drawings       B1,F2 
Flags – United States – Relating to       B3,F6 
Folklore – Butler County       B3,F5 
Forsythe family       B3,F6 
Forsythe, Joe      B3,F6 
Gary, Wesley, 1840-1919 – Relating to       B1,F10 
Green River Museum – Woodbury – Relating to       B3,F5 
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Harreld, John Hines, 1782-1840 – Relating to       B3,F2 
Harreld, Michael N. – Letter to       B3,F2 
Historical drama – Butler County       B3,F3 
Historical drama – Butler County – Photos       B1,F5; B3,F3 
Hocker, Jean Render       B3,F3 
House, Hershel, b. 1941       B1,F2 
Johnson, James P., d. 1885 – Relating to       B1,F10 
Macy, Robert E., 1847-1903 – Relating to       B1,F10 
Military records       B1,F10 
Morgantown – History       B3,F5 
Phelps, John – Relating to       B1,F10 
“Saga of the County of Butler” – Script       B3,F3 
Schools – Butler County       B3,F5 
Sowder, Jacob – Relating to       B1,F10 
Surveys – Butler County       B3,F5 
Teachers and teaching – Butler County       B3,F6 
Walnut Grove Baptist Church – Butler County – Relating to       B3,F5 
Woodbury – Relating to       B3,F5 
 
 
SEE  or SEE ALSO 
 
Drama 
 See also: 
    Historical drama 
 
 
 
 
Jeffrey   07/22/2014 
